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Abstract

This Thesis focuses on the changes that occurred in the International order as a
result of the Soviet Union collapse, that is, on a unipolar order. This thesis aims to
answer the Hypothetical question: the United States and the unipolar order, to
where? This is a survey attempt to delineate the future feature of the international
order, in addition to delineating the risining state.

It was indicated through the historical review of the international order that had
been prevailing since Westphalia that the great powers did not permit any state to
have hegemony on the international order. Rather, these powers formed blocs to
thwart any state that attempts to do so. As a result of this, the states preserved the
Westphalia order even with the transfer of power from the European center to the
United States and the Soviet Union in the 1945.

As for some theories of the international order that attempt to explain the changes
that occurred in the international order, we find that that the realistic theory and
part of the neo- realism who are called the attackers are pessimistic about the
future of the unipolar order. As for the second part of the neo- realistic, they are
somewhat optimistic. They refer the matter to the behaviors of the United States.
They believe that the possibility of continuation exists when the United States
does not threaten other countries. The liberalism theory shares this theory the
optimism whereby they call for celebrating the end of history as Fokoyama did, or
they are at least confident that democracy will spread. However, this theory did
not conceal its pessimism about China, the undemocratic state.

As for the other theories such as the transfer of power, they put conditions for the
transfer of power such as the existence of strong state which possesses the
potentials and which are unsatisfied. As for long cycle, it puts four stages for the
great power before it reaches the stage of collapse.

Also the theories of the international relations do not give assured results about
the future of the international order. Such is the case with historians and
sociologists on whom the researcher relied. Even Ibn- Kaldoun had talked about
the Bedouin state; the researcher has found conditions that may apply to the
United States. It is a country that attempts to monopolize glory after the end of the
cold war; it attempted also to spread its culture and it imposed its hegemony on
the world forgetting that it was not alone but it was within a certain framework,
which is called the West. Also, financially, the United States was transformed
from the biggest creditor to the biggest debtor. These two matters cause the
collapse of the state the first is termed monopolize-glory and the second factor is
called the attribute of luxury. The third attribute which Ibn —~Kaldoun talked about
and which leads the state to collapse, is not clear in the behaviors of the United
States and it is a related to the fact that the nature of the king is peaceableness and
tranquility. It does not seem that the United States is going in this direction at the
present especially during the term of George Bush.



As for Toynbee, he considers that Western civilization is the only living
remaining civilization. That is, if a transfer of power occurs, then the center of
power will return to Europe or Russia. Even if this calls for optimism the
pessimistic view concerning the future of the United States is clear with Toynbee
if we see that the United States is seeking universalism. If it is so, then this means
that it is in the second stage through which civilizations go and it has one final
stage to go of, which is emptiness before it collapses.

As for Huntington, although in his writing in 1889, he considered that the United
States possesses an immense ability to renew its strength, he however warned it in
his book The Struggle of Civilizations that if it continued in its international
claims then this will lead to war with other state specially China. He considered
that the West has begun the collapse stage.

As for Kennedy, although he relates some factors of the collapse of great powers
to the condition of the United States such as expansion, extreme extension,
economic recession, and bad American administrations, he however thinks that
the United States will remain very extremely important for long period.

As for the possibilities of countries in East Asian especially China and Japan, it
seems that the chances of China are stronger than those of Japan. Japan has not
solved solve its old problems with the countries in East Asia. In addition, there are
still impediments facing the transformation of Japan into a normal country in the
military field. There is still internal resistance to the transformation into a military
state at a time when China increased the annual defense budget by 17%. Also
Japan is recently suffering from an economic crises at a time when China
achieved economic progress that the International bank expects that china
becomes an economic power in 2010.

Also china may collide with the United States more than Japan may. What
increases the intensity of tension between the United States and China is the
problem of Taiwan, which China seeks to reannex and this is opposed by the
United States. Also the slow democratic transformation in China increases the
tension in relations and makes China near to Russia in case the democratic
transformation fails in both countries. For Japan has a good security relation with
the United States on the contrary with China. The collapse of the Soviet Union
has led to the change in the view towards it from an ally against Communism to
viewing it as the danger itself. However that Japan and The United have economic
problems due to the deficit in the trades balance in favor of Japan.

In addition to this, the East Asian region is not stable and there is a possibility for
China to expand in the lack of a real institutional groping in East Asia that
prevents this ascent. The United States - china relations depend also on the way
that the United States will deal with China: shall it opt for the integration policy or
containment or both?

Concerning the future of the European Union, this depends on Germany and
France because they are the moving weight at a time they differ about the form of
the European Union. Thus Germany wants to expand the European Union and
France prefers to deepen it. Even if Britain shares France its fears of Germany, it
however prefers to expand the European Union so that it appears to be gelatinous



and undefined. The smaller countries agree with Britain in its preferences that the
United States remains in Europe.

Taking into consideration these differences, it seems that the future of the
European Union is not clear One of the important matters is that France is the
country in the European Union that most refuses the American hegemony but it is
obliged to accept the NATO today because Europe is not ready yet. Thus France
accepts NATO on the basis that it means Europe tomorrow. Taking into
consideration these differences, it seems that the future of the European Union is
not clear. However, from reviewing economic development and the steps taken by
the countries of the European Union which are represented in the unified currency
which is an irrevocable steps whereby it is not possible to revert to the former
currency of the country, and the other step represented in establishing the rapid
intervention force, although this step is in its beginning, it forms an important
independent step from NATO which still plays an important role in the future of
Europe.

The result is that the European Union has options: either it develops in a
gelatinous way or in a defined way and reaches complete union or it becomes a
European Union consisting of smaller unions.

Accordingly, if we want to put the countries in order of their potentials to
challenge the United States and their readiness, the order a will be as follows:
China, the European Union, and finally Japan. As for Russia, it suffers for
economic problems: corruption and debts. This makes Russia immersed in its
problems as a helping factor in changing the conditions but not as a candidate
country. However, this does not exclude the possibility of the eruption of a strong
crises between the United States and Russia concerning the expansion of the
NATO or concerning the new rockets system which United States attempts to
obtain the approval of Russia concerning it at a time when Russia refuses it.

The researcher reaches the conclusion that if we exclude the occurrence of crises
that rapidly develop to cause a change in the world order, and then it is unlikely
that this will happen in the near future because the unsatisfied countries such as
China and France are not ready at the present time. As an average estimate,
change will happen before the end of the first half of the present century taking
into consideration that China is the first potential country. According to the
optimistic view, it needs 30 years to posses the suitable forces to challenge the
United States. The researcher added another 20 years on the worst estimate so the
change will occur in the coming fifty years.
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Figure 1. British Naval Spending and Anglo-German Trade, 1890-1913 (£ millions).
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Figure 2. U.S. Military Spending and U.S.-Japanese Trade, 1930-41 ($ millions).
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